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Transition events galore!

We were absolutely delighted to welcome so many of you
to our recent Open Evening for Years 5 and 6. The turnout
was fantastic, and it was a real pleasure to see families
engaging so positively with our staff, pupils and the wider
school environment.

From interactive subject displays to student-led tours, the evening was a
vibrant showcase of what makes Cardiff West such a special place to learn
and grow. The feedback we received was truly heartening. Many of you
commented on the warmth of our welcome, the enthusiasm of our pupils,
and the high standards evident across the school.

Events like these remind us of the strength of our community and.
the shared commitment we have to providing the very best
opportunities for our young people. We're proud of the culture
we've built here and it’s always a Joy to share that with prospective
families.

Thank you to everyone who attended, and a special thanks to our staff and
student ambassadors who made the evening such a success.

We also had the pleasure of welcoming Year 5 and 6 pupils from across our
cluster for a special Transition Week. It was a joy to see o many young
learners engaging in a range of exciting lessons in

skills, science, and art: all inspired by the magical

theme of The Wizard of Oz, which will also be the

focus of our school production in February.
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From bubbling potions in science to vibrant Emerald City-inspired artwork,
the enthusiasm and imagination on display were truly heart-warming. These
sessions not only gave pupils a taste of life at Cardiff West but also helped
build confidence and connections ahead of their transition to secondary
school.

A huge thank you to our cluster primary schools
for their support in bringing pupils along. We
hope they all had a wonderful time. And of
course, amassive shout-out to our dedicated
staff who planned and delivered such a fabulous
experience. Your creativity and commitment
continue to make Cardiff West a place where
learning comes alive.

Teaching and Learning in action

It has been so pleasing to see our teaching and learning focus of modelling
being brought to life in classrooms across the school. Staff have embraced
this strategy with enthusiasm, and it's been wonderful to witness the impact
on pupil progress and engagement.

A special thank you to everyone who has submitted examples of excellent
work to Ms Killin. These submissions not only showcase the high standards
our pupils are achieving, but also reflect the pride our staff take in
celebrating their successes. It's a joy to see such a strong culture of
recognition and aspiration growing across Cardiff West.
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We'd also like to extend our sincere thanks to Careers Wales, who have
conducted over 50 careers interviews with our Year 11 pupils this term.
These conversations are a vital part of helping our young people prepare for
their next steps—whether that's further education, training, or entering the
world of work. We are incredibly fortunate to have such a strong partnership
with Catrin Hutchins, who is based at Cardiff West several days a week to
support our pupils. Diolch yn fawr, Catri

Year 11 are looking to the future

Our 6™ form is growing from strength-to-strength

We're also delighted to share that our Sixth Form
continues to grow, with an additional seven students
joining us since the last blog. All Sixth Form pupils have
j now been assigned a mentor through Cardiff
University's Reaching Wider programme, which will
provide invaluable support and guidance as they
navigate their academic and personal development.
We're excited to see how these partnerships flourish over the coming

months.

Positive praise

We're also thrilled to share that Mrs
Stevens has been incredibly pleased
with the way pupils have returned to
school this year. Over the past six
weeks, our positive points ratio has
reached an outstanding 96%. This is a
testament to the commitment,
behaviour, and attitude of our pupils.
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What a busy two weeks since my last update! This is just a small selection of
things | could have highlighted. It's an absolute privilege to witness this level
of commitment day-in-day-out from staff and pupils. | cannot thank you all
enough for making Cardiff West a wonderful school to lead. Together we will
continue to Create Your World.

V. Erans





