Dear Parents / Carers
I am delighted to welcome you to our end of term Newsletter. The Autumn Term of 2021 has continued to be very challenging for all
members of the Cardiff West CHS community and I have been immensely proud of the way in which we have all worked together and supported one another this term. As a school we have worked incredibly hard to keep any disruption to learning to an absolute minimum
despite the ongoing issues linked to COVID-19. This newsletter highlights the very wide range of activities undertaken with pupils from all
year groups this term. Whilst conditions have been far from “normal” we have been able to return to many of the activities that have been
sadly missing for a while! This is a result of the commitment of our staff and the enthusiasm of our brilliant pupils. There have been over 20
competitive sporting fixtures since September and more than 60% of the school population have enjoyed one or more of the sporting
enrichment activities this term.
We were delighted to welcome over 150 pupils from our partner primary schools to a rugby event on our 4G pitch recently. It was wonderful to see staff and pupils from the cluster working together to offer a positive outdoor sporting experience for so many young people.
Thanks to our WRU Hub officer, Mr Tavner, for leading this event. On a different note I have been extremely pleased with our progress this
term in relation to the use of “Classcharts.” This is now our key communication method and nearly all pupils have accessed the app. In
addition, 73% of parents are now using the app. This allows parents and pupils to track progress, access their timetable and check reward
points. All messages and letters are sent using this app. We have also set up a two-way communication system to allow us to talk to parents
more easily. Can I thank all staff, pupils and parents for signing up and encourage any parents who are not accessing the app yet, to contact
us for a login code as soon as possible. It is very easy to use and allows us to work more closely with you.
Finally, our Christmas concert this year will be online. Please look out on social media and our website for details. In addition, the cast of
“Beauty and the beast” are working hard in auditions ahead of the summer concert. We are hopeful of being able to invite the community
into school to enjoy this concert in the summer term. As part of our “kindness” project, our pupils have been raising money and collecting
items for local foodbanks and also creating a number of “Christmas hampers” to distribute in the local community.
This is the essence of the festive period and I am so proud of all pupils who have supported this. We are very keen to
spread the message of peace and goodwill to all in our community.
I would like to thank you for your support this term and I wish you all a peaceful and enjoyable Christmas break.
Whilst this is a time for celebration and fun, we must all continue to be vigilant in relation to C-19 and look after each
other. School reopens for all pupils on Wednesday 5th January 2022 at 8.45am. Please note that Monday 3rd January
is a Bank Holiday and Tuesday 4th January is a Training Day.
Nadolig Llawen
Mr. M. Hulland

#HELLOYELLOW
On Friday 8th October, we held a fundraising day in aid of YoungMinds and ClassCharts.
We asked staff and pupils to wear something yellow or bright and donate £1 each and
we also held a cake sale.
We raised £453.51 from the collection, with half going to YoungMinds and half to
ClassCharts rewards. The money raised will be spent on prizes for the school shop for
our pupils to buy with their behaviour points. £134.09 was raised from the cake sale
with the full amount going to YoungMinds.
Thank you for taking part and helping us raise such a fantastic amount for this
wonderful charity supporting our young people and their mental health!

On Friday 15th October, our Year 8 SEREN pupils had a workshop with Talk the Talk. Our
pupils were joined by others from Mary Immaculate, Cathays and Fitzalan High schools,
and had a fabulous day developing their oracy skills and communication confidence in
order to support their positive interactions in all life situations. The workshop provided numerous speaking opportunities
and pupils were coached and supported throughout the day to deliver a structured two-minute presentation to their peers.
As part of the day, we also had a special visit from the mother of Jack Meggit-Phillips, author of The Beast and the Bethany.
Jack is a Cardiff born author who attended Llanishen High School. Jack and his Mum have very kindly donated a copy of The
Beast and the Bethany to our school library for our pupils to read.

Creative schools
The school was fortunate to secure the services of Bill Taylor, a local
artist, to visit and work with pupils in Year 8.
Pupils spent three days using iPads and a variety of equipment to plan, film and edit a short film.
The project was enjoyed by the pupils who were able to produce some
professional work during the process.
The project also gave an opportunity for an outside artist to work with the pupils at Cardiff West. We hope in the future we
will be able to undertake more projects of this nature.

CAVC Motor Vehicle challenge
In November a group of year 10 pupils attended The Cardiff and Vale college to take part in an
automotive challenge. The pupils were able to see first hand how the college trains the next
generation of automotive technicians and enjoyed exploring the workshops with a tour guide.
The pupils also took part in a competition to design a future car, they worked very well as part
of a team.

Health & Wellbeing

On behalf of the Health and Wellbeing department I would like to offer a huge congratulations to all pupils who
have participated in sport over the last term and an even bigger thanks to parents, family and staff members
for their support. We have amassed over 1600 participation slots and over 53 sporting fixtures against other
schools. This is a significant milestone in our provision and long may that continue.
Additionally, it has been fantastic to build close partnerships with Cardiff Met University, Glamorgan Cricket
club and of course build closer relationships with our primary schools, the events and activities delivered here
have been extremely enjoyable.
Finally, a shout out to Miss Ellis, all PSE, Welsh Baccalaureate, Health & social care and Sweet members of staff
who have supported Charitable and fund raising events through bake sales, hamper collections, various fund
raising enterprises. This contribution plays a significant role within our school and often changes the wellbeing
and support of all involved at Cardiff West and it’s close community.
Have a fantastic start to 2022
Diolch
Mr Sankala

Performing Arts News

This term our Year 10 pupils have been part of Cardiff’s ambitious journey towards achieving zero HIV
transmissions by 2030 as part of the “Three Letters”
project with the Welsh National Opera
(WNO). Designed and delivered in collaboration
with Fast Track Cardiff, “Three Letters” draws inspiration from the AIDS Quilt Songbook project which
began in America in 1992. The project seeks to raise
public awareness of the contemporary realities of
HIV, through the creation of a new set of songs
which explore the stories of individuals living with
HIV today. The initial phase of the project began in
September 2021 with a creative workshop day for
all of our Year 10 pupils, which included sessions
with writer and activist Mercy Shibemba, playwright and actor Nathaniel J Hall (It’s A Sin, First Time), and representatives
from Fast Track Cardiff. A smaller group of Year 10 pupils from the school then collaborated with Mercy, composer Michael
Betteridge, and singer Siân Cameron, to create a song. They worked with the professionals to write the lyrics and melody of
the first song of WNO’s Three Letters songbook: We learn, we know, we understand. These pupils visited the Wales Millenium Centre in November and professionally recorded their song. You can watch a documentary about this project and also
listen to our pupil’s song on the WNO’s website (https://wno.org.uk/three-letters) social media and YouTube channel!

Congratulations to Year 10 pupils: Lloyd Wolfe, Cristiana Pivoda, Tomas Vokurka, Amelia Tobin, Meya Walters, Latia Cornelius, Chloe Perry, Madison Jose, Grace Ward, Luke Hartnell, Corey Woodward, Maddie Slade and Ellie James.

On Thursday 16th December, our Christmas concert will be released online via the school's YouTube Page. We
would have loved to have held a Christmas celebration in the school building, but it was just not viable this year, so
we have recorded our pupil's hard work and will be releasing this online, so parents, guardians and friends are able
to watch in the safety of their own homes. Pupils from Years 7 through to Year 13 have performed a variety of different songs, dances, and drama pieces. As always, we are so proud of our pupils and what they have achieved.

Fundraising at Cardiff West
At Cardiff West Community High School we try our best to support charities and our local community. We have
organised a range of fund-raising events this term including a Macmillan Coffee morning, a non uniform day to
support Children in Need and the Acts Of Kindness fund raising project organised by individual form groups in
KS3. Well done to 8D, 8A and 8R for organising a sponsored walk and cake sales to support our Community Christmas Hampers Project that was coordinated by our Welfare Manager, Mrs K Howells.
A HUGE THANK YOU to everyone for giving so generously!

We have successfully launched a new app which we use for all our
communications - classcharts.
This has allowed us to communicate more effectively with parents and all parents who have
fed back to us on this have given positive feedback and like the app. Classcharts allows you
to see daily positive and negative behaviour points, any detentions set, homework set and receive letters and communication from school. Classcharts also allows you to report a child's absence from school without phoning in and allows you to
directly message certain members of staff - including your child's Pastoral Support Officer and Progress Lead.
Pupils use their positive green points to buy rewards from our classcharts rewards shop. We have awarded 171,396 positive
points to pupils in Cardiff West this term and we have given out 170 rewards that pupils have bought with their positive
points. Pupils can buy stationary, sweets, art sets, books, tickets to trips and experiences.

We are moving towards becoming a completely paperless school and all parents should access classcharts so that they are
able to keep in touch with the latest information about their child. If you have not yet accessed classcharts you can download the parent app for free (or use a web browser) and if you've misplaced the code, you have been sent in the post then
you can phone the main school office and ask for your code and it will be supplied to you.

SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS
The new School Council for 2021/22 was elected during democracy week at Cardiff West. All pupils had an opportunity to vote
for their chosen candidates once they had received information about the candidates and their ideas for School
Couccil community projects and priorities for this academic year.
Congratulations to all pupils that were voted on to the School Council, we have no doubt that you will make a difference at
Cardiff West and ensure that issues raised by fellow pupils are taken seriously and brought to the attention of relevant staff.
Mrs Thomas, Mrs Morgan, Ms Giamei and Mrs Plummer will co-ordinate the pupils on the School Council, they will
meet regularly with the pupils so that their ideas can be shared in this official forum.
The School Council recently enjoyed sharing their ideas about lunch time, re-cycling and possible future sustainability projects
with Mr Hulland, they are looking forward to their next meeting with him next term so that updates can be shared.

Awarding Rose Dale
her ‘Thank You’ for
looking after the school
environment.

Thank you to the
following pupils
who helped decorate our Christmas
tree in Reception:
Jas Singh, Dafydd
Mardon-Enright
and Daniel Araoye
-Mudia.

This term the School Council enjoyed preparing Christmas hampers
for the local community and recognising acts of kindness.

Accelerate Curriculum
Our new Accelerate classes in years 7 and 8 have settled extremely well and
are thoroughly enjoying their literacy rich curriculum. They particularly
enjoyed their visit to the Welsh Millennium Centre and the project work
they did as part of Roald Dahl week at Cardiff West. For more information
and regular updates from the Accelerate Team follow:
Cardiff West Community High School Accelerate on Twitter.

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT NEWS

CAREERS WALES
Hi, I’m Catrin,
and I’m the Careers Wales
adviser linked to
the school.
I’ve enjoyed
meeting everyone in my first term at Cardiff West, and so
far have been focussing on working with
year 11s to prepare them for their next steps.

Congratulations to Tianah Hendrickson and Martha
Osaghae who won the English Department's
'Remembrance Poem' competition.

Dubai World Expo Competition
Two of our most
outstanding public
speakers were selected to enter
DebateMate's
'Expo Factor', an
incredible opportunity to be two of
8 UK pupils to represent the United
Kingdom at the World Expo in Dubai in 2022. They had
to adopt the roles of Prime Minister and Chancellor,
pitching what they would do if they had those powers for
a day in order to improve our world. Lloyd and Amelia,
supported by Ms Coombs, chose a one-off wealth tax to
alleviate poverty and make the United Kingdom a fairer
place. We're delighted to announce that they are
through to the semi-finals!
Congratulations to both
pupils for representing themselves and the school so
ably! And good luck in those semi-finals!

A number of year 8
pupils entered the Young
Writers ‘Unsolved’ mini
saga competition and
had their work published
in a book.
The pupils involved
were: Cody Patrascu
Jamie Murphy, Jasraaj
Singh and Jacob O’Brien.

Careers Wales have a parents’ newsletter to tell you more about
how we can support your child to make important decisions for
their future:
https://sway.office.com/QjQfkpRsMxF1bBAW, or
check out www.careerswales.gov.wales.
If you would like to get in touch with me, please contact me
on catrin.hutchins@careerswales.gov.wales

We would like to give a warm welcome
to Soraya Kelly, our new Family Engagement Officer.
Soraya will work alongside our pupils
and their families to support wellbeing
and engagement in learning. Soraya has
secured support from external agencies
and charities to enhance wellbeing
provision at Cardiff West.

Cardiff City Foundation
The Cardiff City Foundation have continued to
support many of our students with their transition from primary to secondary school. Ffion, in
year 9, says that being involved in the project made
a big difference to her life and that it made the
move to secondary school easier. Thank you to
Ross Branson for continuing to support our pupils.
www.cardiffcityfcfoundation.org.uk

Dates for Your Diary
Inset Day

Tuesday 4th January

Return to School

Wednesday 5th January

Half Term

Monday 21st February to Friday 25th
February

Easter Break

Monday 11th April to Friday 22nd April

Half Term

Monday 30th May to Friday 3rd June

Inset Day

Friday 24th June

Last day of School for pupils

Wednesday 20th July

Inset Day

Thursday 21st July

Inset Day

Friday 22nd July

